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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome to All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Keep Bro. Ron Wood in your prayers.


We send our condolences to Ron and the  


Wood family at the passing of Sister


 Nancy Wood 





 June Guyton;  Deanna Gilbert; Don Gilbert; Lloyd and Liz Jackson; Jeff Dinsmore; Jack Green at home recovering. 


Elain Clem; Due to the nature of her symptoms, (NO VISITOR YET)


Remember all who are traveling; Tramells; Miles Davidsons; Dobbs;


    


Remember all our little ones and our


expecting mothers ; Rachael Bowman; 


Jo Anna Ferrell; Tori Davidson;


  Check the Members Blog for others who need our prayers


________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer—Grant Hicks


Read Scripture—Daniel Blackford 


 Song Leader----Tim Patridge


Lord's Supper----Walker Bruns


   Asst 1____Phil Schmidt


   Asst. 2-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 3-----Grant Gay


   Asst. 4-----Josh Nave


   Asst. 5-----Zachary Harward


2nd Prayer---Steve Robinson  


Sermon-----Steve Tramell


Announcements—Kai Burk


Closing Prayer----Jeremy Brown 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Aaron Harward





Special Service


By Eric Paige





Announcements---Kai Burk 


Closing Prayer---Leon Leighton 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader—Jeff Lentz


 Invitation---Ken Gay 


 Closing Prayer----Walker Bruns


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Michael Burke @ 404 431 0378


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





MOUNTAIN VIEW


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Cecil Douthitt


(770) 894-1677


Ken Gay


(678) 525-4552


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Higher Ground





“…..but one thing (I do), forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before.  I press on toward the goal unto


 the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 


(Phi 3:12-14)


     From a military point of view men have always sought the high ground to defend themselves or to press the battle. It is always easier to defend the high ground and to fight down hill. God lead the Israelites to take advantage of this strategy in many battles. There is, however, a sense in which we use the idea of higher ground to describe the higher plane on which God dwells. It is this realm, “the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” for which we must strive each day. 


      In the year 1892, based on our title verse, Johnson Oatman Jr. pinned the lyrics of the hymn “Higher Ground” and it has over the years rung out to express the desire of faithful men to press closer to God. It is an old song, familiar to all and easy to sing but what does it teach us about seeking God? Consider these thoughts.


     A high view of God rises above the foothills of mortality. To see God as He is we must understand and acknowledge the “Sovereignty of God,” who holds unlimited power over all things. “The Bible declares that God is working out His sovereign plan


of redemption and that the conclusion is certain. Immediately after the Fall, God spoke of the curse of sin and the cure for it. (Gen 3:15)  The story of redemption from Genesis to Revelation is possible only because God loved the world, fallen though it is,					Cont. on Page 3








Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








     “But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses…   Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,” (Acts 3:11-19)


     There is an old lyric poem sometimes used by those who read a passage like this.  It says, “How odd / of God / to choose / the Jews.”  When we think of the way some of the Jews treated our Lord, we might come up with a similar poem ourselves.  Of course, God chose to bless Abraham with promises that included giving him a land, making his offspring a nation, and bringing Christ into the world through his seed.  Abraham was a man of great faith and God’s choice was totally within His prerogative.  Nevertheless, it is not “anti-Semitic” to recognize that those Jews to whom Peter spoke were behind the crucifixion of Jesus.  The apostle’s words were not “hate speech.”  Nor was Peter being “anti-Jewish.”  He was stating a fact that seriously needed attention.  Look at the three things Peter said to them.


     First Peter said, you ignorantly did wrong.  Would anyone argue that what they did to Jesus was right?  Of course not.  It was wrong!  Terribly wrong! Their crime came from within, from sinful hearts that needed to change.  There is a scary story about a babysitter who made a call to the police.  Someone was making continuous, 








Cont. from Page 1


   


and is able to do something about it. Without the sovereign love of God administered through the Son there would be no real human freedom and no hope of everlasting life.” (NIBD)  Such a high view of God demands obedience.   


A high view of the Bible rises above the foothills understanding.  The downfall of man has come from trust in his own thinking. We all know how important it is to honor reason, education and common sense, and yet we sometimes ignore better judgment concerning important things in our life. When it comes to the truth of the Bible, God has not left us to our own judgment. The prophet wrote: “O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.” (Jer. 10:23) The wise man wrote: “Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart and lean not upon thine own understanding: In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths”. (Prov. 3:5-6) Such a high view of God’s word demands trust.


       A high view of truth rises above the foothills of facts. David wrote: “The sum of thy word is truth; and every one of thy righteous ordinances (endureth) forever.”


(Ps 119:160) It was to this end that Jesus praying for His Apostles said: “Sanctify them in the truth: thy word is truth”. (John 17:17) From Genesis through Revelation we are asked for attitudes that are as true to God as the facts He has revealed. Mart De Haan wrote: “Walking in truth requires not only the active engagement of our minds but also the warm embrace of our heart”. Such a high view of truth demands commitment.


       Are you reaching for higher ground? If you do, He will lift you up.


		Joe Phillips








     We sin.  We should never make light of it.  It is more serious than we can ever realize.  But we should never give up on our lives.  The awareness of our weaknesses can cause us to be better persons if our hearts allow God to work in us.  The knowledge that we sin can make us more compassionate to others.  The reality that we should examine even little things is our lives can build our character if we do not allow that introspection to demoralize us.  That is all true because God can use even the weak and sinful parts of us to bring forth good.


     And third, Peter said, Turn to God and times of refreshing will come.  When we turn our lives around, it is refreshing… to ourselves, and to God.  This is what the gospel is all about.  This is what grace offered by Jesus is all about.  Even when we have seen our worst, God can give us His best if we are willing to receive it.


     Here is the good news for today.  There is no reason to give up or give in.  There is no wrong that God will not forgive.  There is no sinner that God cannot redeem.  We started with the little poem:  “How odd / of  Good / to choose / the Jews.”  Perhaps we should have said, “How odd / of God/ to die / for I.”  But God the son did just that and therefore I cannot give up on me.  What a blessing it is to be a Christian and to know that God loves us through all the consternation of this life.


______________________________





Honor the LORD with your wealth,


with the firstfruits of all your crops then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.( Prov 3:9-10)


(NIV)


					





but anonymous, calls to the home where she was sitting, and it was frightening her.  To her dismay, however, the police told her to get out of the house immediately. The trace they had placed on the phone revealed that the calls were coming from inside that very house.  Could it be that our enemy, the devil, is in our own heart?  What a horror story!  Each of us might ask whether our enemy is one of those seven deadly sins our ancestors used to identify: anger, greed, laziness, pride, lust, envy, or gluttony.  Admitting to being caught up at times by the last two, Erma Bombeck used to offer a prayer:  “Lord, if you cannot make me thin, at least make my friends look fat.”


     From another point of view, the Jews murdered Jesus ignorantly.  Even Jesus acknowledged it when he cried out from the cross:  “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”  Sometimes blind, ignorant people do awful things superficially thinking there is some moral justification in their actions.  Witness the terrorists who blow themselves up to bring destruction to others they think are their enemies. We, likewise, sin terribly at times in our ignorance and stupidity.





     Second, Peter said, “What you did so wrong, God used for good.”  On a scale of one to ten, what they had done was about a two million!  Certainly, no human deeds could ever rank worse than murdering the Son of God who came to save them.  But there is a message here that God can even take the worst of sinful circumstances and bring good from it.  Do you remember what Joseph said to his brothers, “You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive” (Gen. 50:20).








HOW ODD OF GOD


By Colly Caldwell












